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affection which she felt for them. She could not
understand, therefore, how Punchi Menika could
turn from them to this man whom she had scarcely
known the day before.
She saw and understood her father's anger and
unhappiness, but she could not turn against her
sister. Something had happened which she did not
understand: "an evil had come out of the jungle,"
as such evils come. If any one could be blamed, it
was the stranger Babun; but as her sister desired to
go to him, she put on one side her own feelings of
anger against him. She watched in silence the new
house being put up, and she watched in silence
Punchi Menika leave the old hut for the new. She
felt as if she were losing something; that her sister
was going away from her, and that her life had
greatly altered. She turned with an increased pas-
sion of attachment to her father; she refused to
allow Karlinahami to cook his food for him; if he
went out alone in the jungle, she would sit for hours
in the compound watching the path by which she
knew he would return; and whenever he would allow
her, she followed him on his expeditions.
The marriage of Punchi Menika and Babun
created a great sensation in the village. The head-
man and his wife did not at first hide their anger,
and the thought that they had been crossed was not